PLEASE PRINT

Book of Job
 

It is obvious with only the first three chapters, that the Book of Job is not only inspirational, but also has rich literary merit as well.  It opens up with an interesting example of dramatic irony.  The audience is told why Job is suffering, but Job is unaware.  This fact is very significant.  It shows us that in life we may never know why we suffer, but because of our love for God we must pick up our crosses and carry on.  
This reminds me of Matthew 16:24  “ Then Jesus said to his disciples, If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take up his cross and follow me.�    Jesus didn’t simply say follow me and you shall be saved, he said we must renounce� ourselves and take up our crosses� to be saved.  To me, this means that we have to renounce, or reject our own desires, and accept whatever suffering comes our way in order to be with Him.  This is not always easy, but if we keep our goal in mind, which is spending eternity with our Heavenly Father, it seems like a very small price to pay.
Read chapters 1- 3 and answer the following questions.

1. Why did God allow bad things to happen to Job?
I think God allowed bad things to happen to Job in order to give Job a chance to prove his love for God.

2. How did Job react to the loss of his children and his property?
	Then Job stood up, tore his robe and shaved his head. Then, falling to the ground, he prostrated himself

	21 and said: Naked I came from my mother's womb, naked I shall return again. Yahweh gave, Yahweh has taken back. Blessed be the name of Yahweh!

	22 In all this misfortune Job committed no sin, and he did not reproach God.
Although Job was extremely upset, he did not curse God.  



3. How did Job react to the suffering of his body? How was his reaction different than his wife's?
Again, Job did not curse God.  His wife, on the other hand, thought that he should. 

4. Do you think Job's friends were a comfort to him? Explain. How important are good friends in your life?
Job truly has some very good friends.  Although they didn’t talk about his suffering, they waited for him to talk about it if he desired to, they sat with him and felt his suffering.  
Friends are very important to my life.  It is nice to know that no matter what, they are always there for me.

5. How is Job's reaction in chapter 3 vastly different from chapter 2? What do you suppose caused this shift in attitude?
After seven days of reflecting on his misfortune, Job began blaming himself.  He did not curse God, but blamed himself and wished he was never born.  This is quite different from the man of chapter 2 who was able to accept the will of God.  Perhaps it was the amount of misfortunes, all coming in a row, that lead to his despair. 
6. Although Job does not curse God, who does he curse?
Himself.

7. Do you think it is safe to say that Job needs to learn how to handle suffering? Explain.
Yes, he seemed to be able to handle it at first, but the pressure is getting to him now.  He has to revive in himself the same desire to accept God’s Will that was found in previous chapters.  

8. All of us have had suffering in our lives. How do you handle suffering when it comes your way? What advice could you give to others?
My first reaction to suffering is prayer.  Then I try hard not to complain about it, but to accept it with dignity.  Fortunately, the loved ones in my life make suffering a lot easier.  They have always been willing to help me carry my cross.  
My advice to others is to remember that we will not receive all the answers in this lifetime.  Also that sometimes suffering now prevents a future, more serious event.  For example, maybe your car breaks down on the way to work.  You become upset because of an important meeting that you missed.  But unbeknownst to you, if you kept traveling on that road you would have become involved in a bad accident.  The car breaking down actually saved you from future suffering.  
We also must keep in mind that we are only going to be on Earth for a short period of time.  It is just a short little snippet compared to eternity.  It is certainly worth it to suffer now but then have an eternity of happiness.  
Read chapters 4-10 and answer the following questions:
These chapters were quite difficult.  The structure of this book changed from a narrative form to more of a poetic form.  Poetry, as a whole, is typically much more difficult to understand.  On the other hand, the beauty of the language really comes across in this poetic style. 

These chapters brought to mind Matthew 5:9  "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God."  Job’s friends really tried to help him deal with his sufferings and begin to feel some peace.  These chapters also are a great motivator for all of us to remember to reach out to those who are suffering. 

1.  What do you suppose this means?  
 8 I speak from experience: those who plough iniquity and sow disaster, reap just that.
(Job 4:8)
Answer – If you become involved with wickedness, you will eventually become evil.

2.  What advice does Bildad of Shuah  offer Job?
Answer – To never lose faith even when times are at their darkest.  Live justly, and God will reward you with an even greater life than you had before.  

3. How does this line -  17 Blessed are those whom God corrects! Do not then scorn the lesson of Shaddai!  (Job 5:17) -  reveal the benefits of suffering?
Answer – That true suffering is a blessing in disguise.  It gives us the chance to prove to God just how much we love Him.  

4.  How does Job react to the advice of Bildad of Shuah?
Answer – He did not really listen to the advice.  He sees his situation as helpless and feels that no matter what he does, God will strike him down.  Although, he does seem to waver back and forth between wanting to ask for help from God but also afraid to do so.  

5. Have you ever felt as desperate as Job?  What helps you get through the hard times?
Answer – Although I have not had to suffer like Job, I can relate to his frustration.  There was a time in my life when I wondered, as often people do, why something has happened to me.  I questioned what I did wrong to deserve this punishment.  In order to get through I just had to keep telling myself that it wasn’t something I did, it was just something that happened.  I could not control the past, but I could try and make sure that my future was brighter – and try to prevent something bad from happening again- if at all possible.  I also had to keep in mind that I wasn’t going through the suffering alone – God was with me at all times.

6.  What do you suppose bothers Job the most?
Answer – I do not know for sure, but it must have been the loss of his family.

7. Do you think there is anything that his friends could say or do to comfort him?  Or do you believe he just has to work his way through this?
Answer – Although I am sure he appreciates their comfort, I do not think he is ready yet to accept their advice.

8.  When you see others suffering like Job is suffering, what can you do to ease their pain?   What have you done to help relieve the suffering of others?
Answer – I believe that the best thing you can do when another is suffering is to close your mouth and open up your heart. In many cases, they do not want to know what you would have done, or what has happened to you in the past.  They want you to sit back and hear what they have to say.  Just listening to them will make a big difference.  

When a younger person comes to me upset about their social life, I don’t tell them stories about my childhood.  I also don’t try to give them a “quick fix” idea.  I listen to what they have to say and try to explain that it is all part of growing up, and that things will get better as they grow older and more mature.  That two years from now they won’t even remember the one thing now that is really bothering them.  

Read chapters 11 – 18 and answer the following questions:
After reading these chapters, it is obvious that Job’s friends are not grasping his situation.  They see his case as a very simplistic form of cause and effect.  They reason that since he is going through enormous suffering, his bad behavior must have caused it.  As Christians, we realize that this isn’t the case.  We see bad things happen to good people all of  the time, with no apparent rhyme or reason.  We also know that there are some things on this Earth that we will not be able to figure out until we go home to Jesus in Heaven.  At that time, all will be revealed.  

Examples of this can be found in our everyday lives.  Just the other day a coworker accused me of doing something I did not do.  She became angry and told me off in no uncertain terms in front of another teacher and, unfortunately, a student.  I was embarrassed because her accusations were unfounded and untrue, and also humiliated in front of the student and the other teacher.  I didn’t even get a chance to speak with her about it because she said her say, and marched out the door.  The next day, when I was kneeling down and praying for her (for I was always taught to pray for those who come to me in anger) I realized that there probably wasn’t very many people praying for her.  She does not have a very good reputation, and very few, if any, close friends.  It occurred to me that maybe her soul was reaching out to mine – that by attacking me it (her soul) somehow knew I would pray for her and that is what she really needed – prayers.  Now I do not know if a soul can reach out to another soul in that manner, but that is what I came up with.  Anyway – it has made me feel better about the whole situation.  But the bottom line is this – we never really do know “why” sometimes bad things happen to good people, we just have to keep our faith in God and hope for the best.  

1.   What advice did Zophar of Naamath have to offer Job?  Do you agree with this advice? 

Zophar  tells Job that he talks too much and that his conduct isn’t as pure as he professes.  He implies that Job needs to be tamed like a “wild donkey”.  He also said that Job is suffering because of the sins he committed.  He encourages Job to admit his sin and ask God for forgiveness.  

Although I truly believe it is important to confess our sins and ask for God’s forgiveness, Job’s suffering is not the result of his sins.  His suffering, if you recall, is a test from God brought through the devil.  If Job is to relieve his suffering, he must stay resolute in his commitment and faithfulness in God.  
2.  How does Job respond to Zophar?

He responds by telling Zophar he is not stupid, and reminding him not to hit someone when they are down.  He then assures Zophar of his wisdom, and explains to Zophar the power and mystery of God. He then accuses his friends of being “charlatans”.  He wishes to die so that God can judge the facts of his life. He asks his friends to tell him the sins he has committed, for he believes he is innocent.  He asks them to stop criticizing him and look towards their own lives.

3.  Read these verses from chapter 14:

	12 a human being, once laid to rest, will never rise again, the heavens will wear out before he wakes up, or before he is roused from his sleep.

	13 Will no one hide me in Sheol, and shelter me there till your anger is past, fixing a certain day for calling me to mind-

	14 can the dead come back to life? - day after day of my service, I should be waiting for my relief to come.

What is Job searching for with these verses?

This is written during the Old Testament, before Jesus came to lead our path to God.  I think Job is looking for what Jesus brought us, a chance for our sins to be forgiven and for life everlasting in Heaven with God.
4.  What does Elphaz of Teman have to say?  Do you agree with him?

Elphaz said that Job is full of himself and blasphemous.  He told Job that they are older and wiser than him.  He should listen to their advice.  He said Job is being punished because of his grievous sins.

No, I do not agree with this.  They remind me of the Pharaohs from Jesus’ time.  They also believed they were older and wiser than He.  
5.  How does Job respond to Elphaz?

He said he has heard their arguments before.  He insists that although God does punish him, he has done nothing wrong.  He then says he will continue to be faithful to God, but again he indicates a wish to die.

6.  What does Bidad of Shuah imply will happen to Job?  Do you agree?

He implies that Job will die in misery and his line will be completely forgotten.  I disagree, I think Job will be praised for suffering with dignity and keeping steadfast to faith in God and His plan.  

Read chapters 19 – 25 and answer the following questions.
1.   By chapter 19, Job feels that both God and his friends are against him.  He says to his friends, “29 You yourselves had best beware the sword, since the wrath bursts into flame at wicked deeds and then you will learn that there is indeed a judgment!”

What does he mean by this statement?

Job is reminding his friends that they are not perfect either, and that their sins will be judged by God.

2.  How does Zophar of Naamath respond to Job?

Again, he is insisting that Job did something wrong to cause all of his suffering.  He said that Job’s “avarice” could not be satisfied.  “Avarice” means greed, and he is saying that his greed was his downfall and that all of his money cannot help him now.  

Zophar needs to look beyond a simple explanation  and remember Job’s piety of earlier days.  He should be encouraging this piety instead of trying to bring him down.  

3.   Job then points out that the wicked are not always punished, so their argument does not hold merit.  He ends this chapter with, “34 So what sense is there in your empty consolation? Your answers are the left-overs of infidelity?”  

What do you suppose he means by these words?

I think he means that their consolation is worthless because it doesn’t make sense.  He did not cause his own troubles.   He also indicates that their arguments are based on evil thoughts  - “the left-overs of infidelity”.  

4.  How does Eliphaz of Teman respond to Job’s words?

Although he was wise to encourage Job to strengthen his relationship with God, he accuses Job of terrible crimes.

5. What is good about Job’s response in chapter 23?

In this chapter, he shows a true fear of God.  He also is trying to figure out a way to approach Him.

6.   How does Bildad of Shuah respond?  Do you agree with him?

He accuses Job of being arrogant.  He points out that people by nature are sinful, and that Job is trying to convince them that he has no sin.  I do not agree with Bildad.  Although Job feels that his suffering is unmerited, I do not believe that he thinks he is “sinless”.  I do think that Job needs to realize that God has a greater plan for us all, and that some things in life are meant to remain mysterious.  

7.  What advice would you give Job at this point?

I would advise him to strengthen his relationship with God, and to have more patience with God’s will.  
Read chapters 26 – 31 and answer the following questions:
 1. Job said, "To one so weak, what a help you are..." With this phrase he is using verbal irony.  What does he really mean? 

He really means that his friends are no help at all.  Instead of helping him, they are kicking him when he is down. 

2. What did Job swear to do in chapter 27?  What does this tell you about Job?

He said his lips will never speak evil and his tongue will never utter a lie.  No matter what happens to Job, he will not turn away from God.  He will continue to follow in His ways.  This tells me that he is extremely pious and plans on staying that way.

3. What does Job say about wisdom in chapter 28?  What does he compare it to?

He says that wisdom is worth more than even precious jewels.  He also said that wisdom is the fear of God and intelligence is the avoidance of evil.  It is obviously that he believes if someone is really intelligent, they must realize the power of God and respect Him. 

4. In chapter 29, Job discusses the time period when he was in God's favor. According to Job, why did people respect him then?

Because he fed the poor and helped all those in need.  

5.  How do people treat Job now? Explain.

With complete disrespect.  Even very poor people make fun of him, they sing negative songs about him.  This is ironic because they are the very people that he helped, and now that he is in need of their  help, they make fun of him instead.  

6.  In chapter 31, what does Job want God to consider?

All of his good works, including the fact that he always gave to the poor and valued God over any worldly property.  

Read chapters 32 -37 and answer the following questions:

1.  What are your impressions of Elihu? Explain.

I think he is young and a little full of himself.  As he grows older, he will realize that sometimes people need to really take the time to understand the situation before making a judgment.

2.  What assumptions did Elihu make?

Just like Job’s friends, he is assuming that Job lived a sinful life and he is being punished for it.  As we stated in the beginning of this study, this is dramatic irony because we, the audience, know that God is not punishing Job, but testing him.  Job and his friends, however, are unaware of this.  It is a good lesson for us all not to make judgments about other people.  It is not for us to decide God’s will.

3.  Read below what Elihu says about God:

6 If you sin, how can you affect him? If you heap up crimes, what effect has it on him?

7 If you are upright, what do you give him, what benefit does he receive at your hands?

8 Your wickedness affects only your fellows, your uprightness, other human beings.

What do you think about his statements?  Explain.

Elihu has been misinformed.  What we do, the way we live our lives, truly does effect God.   When we sin, we cause Him terrible pain.  When we rejoice, He is pleased.  

4.  What is ironic about Elihu saying that God teaches people not to have too much pride?

Elihu is speaking for God, assuming he knows what God wants, thus he himself has too much pride.

5.  What makes sense about Elihu’s speech?

Although he does assume too much, what he said about man fearing God does make sense.
Read chapters 38 – 42 and answer the following questions.
1. God speaks directly to Job in chapters 38-39.  What is his main message to Job?

His intention seems to be to put Job in his place.  To make him realize that he shouldn’t question God’s Will.   He should be obedient and accept the conditions of his life.  

2.  How does Job respond to God in chapter 40?
He is truly nonplussed.  He wants to cover his mouth because he is ashamed of what he has said, and afraid to make God more angry. 

3. What comparisons to Job is God making with the Behemoth?  

I think he is pointing out that the Behemoth is much stronger than Job, but he (the behemoth) accepts the conditions of his life without question.   He is trying to tell Job to be more accepting of God’s Will.

4.  How did Job respond to God’s words in chapter 42?

I retract what I have said, and repent in dust and ashes. (Job 42:6)

5.  What did God say to Eliphaz and his friends? 

He said he was angry because they did not respond correctly to Job, and told them to offer sacrifices to Him.

6.  How did the Book of Job end?

God restored Job to his former conditions and even increased his blessings through family and wealth. 

7.  What can be learned by reading the Book of Job?

Many lessons can be learned from this book.  I think one of the most important ones is to learn to accept suffering without question.  God has a plan for all of our lives, and we have to have faith in His Will over our lives.  He knows what is best for us.  He will bring relief to our suffering in His time, not our time.  We need to remember that He loves us tremendously, and relief is coming.  Another lesson is that God truly rewards all of those that are faithful to His plan.  He wants our love and our respect.  He wants to come first in our lives.  
I hope you enjoyed this study!
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